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Chairperson,
Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic Corps,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Distinguished Guest Speaker and Hon. Member of the Uganda Parliament, Hon. Sylvia Ssenabulya
Distinguished Allies and Friends in the Field of Reproductive Health and Rights,
Distinguished members of the Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to be able to address you on this important occasion.  On behalf of my fellow participants and on my own behalf, please, permit me to thank the organisers of this event profusely for the wonderful opportunity to attend and to share ideas and experiences with each other.  I have no doubt in my mind that it will be a rich learning experience which will also enable us to widen our circle of professional colleagues.

I am sure that all of us enthusiastically accepted the invitation because of the obvious importance of the objectives of the event, i.e. to advocate for an enabling environment in which African women will meaningfully exercise their fundamental human right to sexual and reproductive health, particularly increased access to contraceptive supplies.  On a continent where women’s rights seem to be such a rare commodity, this is very significant.

For me, as a lawyer and as a long-standing advocate for protection and promotion of women’s reproductive rights, my entry point is the concept of human rights.  As far as recorded history is concerned, this concept took its rise from the English Magna Carta of 1215.  Originally, the concept covered civil and political rights but over the years, it has been steadily expanded to cover rights hitherto unknown to the law.  Thus it is that one can now talk of the concept of sexual and reproductive rights as a recognized category of human rights.

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, in the Old Testament story about the creation and the original sin, the Almighty God whose displeasure Adam and Eve had incurred, is recorded in the book of Genesis Chapter 3, verse 16, as having addressed Eve as follows:
“I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and conception; in sorrow thou shall bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband and he shall rule over thee”.
From time immemorial and in virtually all cultures, men have misinterpreted this to mean their so-called “mandate” from God Himself to lord it over women and to show very little concern, if any, for women’s fertility–related problems.  Over time, God’s anger seems to have abated in many parts of the world; it appears, however, that in sub-saharan Africa, it continues unabated.

Women’s lives in sub-saharan Africa are largely governed by unnecessarily hazardous pregnancies and child bearing; similarly, their death is often dictated by pregnancy and child-birth.  Worse still, everywhere in Africa, it is the women, not the men, who suffer from mutilation, disease and death in pursuit of the high premium we traditionally place on fertility, particularly on male children.

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
The question of safe motherhood generally and, particularly family planning has in recent years been addressed in every major consensus- building forum – from the ICPD in Cairo, in 1994 which was a significant landmark in the long dark and difficult process of achieving consensus on the concept of reproductive rights, through to the Beijing Forum on Women to the AU Protocol on the rights of African Women.
All of these historic Conferences and Declarations confirm that Women’s right to sexual and reproductive health including the right to family planning and contraceptive services is a basic human right. Like every human right, this should translate into the necessary social, economic and cultural conditions as well as facilities under which their legitimate aspirations and dignity may be fully realised.

Indeed, there is now a world-wide movement of ideas whose compelling logic suggests that any system of human rights, however elaborately structured and however satisfactory its substantive content, which fails to ensure that its implementing facilities is unrestricted is, by reason that  failure and to the extent of such failure, hopelessly defective.

Chairperson, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, I beg to rest my case.  Thank you most sincerely for your patience and attention.  
